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ICYMI: Assembly Minority Leader Brian Kolb on CapTon last night called the redistricting constitutional amendment a “darn good start,” and adopted a something-is-better-than-noting attitude, even as his fellow reformers have condemned the measure and are calling on Gov. Andrew Cuomo to reject it. 

“I’m certainly open-minded to making more changes or to strengthen that amendment,” Kolb told me. “…Certainly, I guess I would say is a half a cake is better than a full cake – if you can’t get the full cake.”

“As you know, Liz, all legislation could be made better. Attempts to do things perfectly – it’s like making sausage, it’s not very pretty, but in the end you get a product. I’m always making it the best product as possible, but, as you know when you’re dealing with compromise and consensus, you don’t always have the ability to pull that off.”
Kolb’s point of view is the polar opposite of Democratic activist Bill Samuels, with whom the minority leader and my father, Prof. Gerald Benjamin, created EffectiveNY.org, – a website advocating for constitutional reform on a whole host of issues – including redistricting. 

Samuels sent out an email last night deeming the constitutional compromise the governor appears to have struck with the Legislature a “bad joke,” adding: 

“Using outdated Constitutional language and mathematical formulas from 1894 to justify adding a State Senate smacks of Skelos-Cuomo(?)-Silver “three men in a room” type of deal that have long hobbled reform in Albany.”

“At Effective NY, we have posted the three tortured and contorted mathematical methods from the 1894 Constitutional language that the leaders in Albany are using to avoid creating a 21st Century solution to this once every decade redistricting conundrum. It is a weird, confusing and disingenuous solution to the issue.”

“It is a breach of faith on behalf of elected officials in Albany and if the Governor is serious about reform, has one choice-veto the deal. Allowing the deal to pass continues to put the power to draw future legislative districts in the hands of self-interested legislators instead of in the hands of a truly independent process. Anything less than a veto and the Governor loses claim to being a reformer of the dysfunctional Albany process.”
That sentiment was echoed by the NYT editorial page this morning, which noted the constitutional amendment calls for a 10-member commission to draw the lines – a construction that “almost ensured gridlock” – doesn’t address deviation, makes no mention of a 2010 law requiring prisoners be counted at their homes and not where they’re incarcerated and ultimately kicks the whole mess back into the hands of the Legislature. 

The Senate Democrats have also been beating the drum on this one, and are starting to suggest (well, at least Sen. Liz Krueger is) they will hold Cuomo personally responsible if he breaks his veto pledge. Apparently, however, their minority conference colleagues in the Assembly aren’t on board. 
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